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With the tremendous
growth in south Lake County,
Lake County Sheriff Chris
Daniels has stepped up police
presence, especially in the
Four Corners area.

Clermont, Groveland and
Mascotte have their own police

forces, but the Lake County
Sheriff ’s Office provides addi-
tion law enforcement for those
cities.

“We provide an enhanced
level of service in those areas,”
Daniels said.

Daniels, who was raised in
Lake County, remembers when
U.S. Highway 27 was miles of

orange groves
between Lees-
burg and Walt
Disney World.
For anybody
who remem-
bers that far
back, south
Lake County
seemed like
hundreds of
miles away, Daniels said.

Things have changed in the
past five years; Clermont went
from being one of the smallest
cities in the county to the
largest. And the Four Corners
are presents a particular chal-
lenge, Daniels said.

“It’s a far area of the county,
yet it’s very densely populat-
ed,” he said. “When people
move here from out of state or
out of the county, they don’t
understand why they are close
to everything but it still takes
15 to 20 minutes for a deputy
to arrive.”

Areas of the county are split
into zones. In 1977, the area
from Four Corners to the
south end of Tavares, near
Howey-in-the-Hills, was only
one zone. Now, it is six zones
and will soon be split again,
Daniels said.

“It is difficult always for a
sheriff. My budget comes from
the general fund (taxes) and
it’s always a challenge to
make sure the budget fits
growth,” said Daniels.

There are nearly 300,000
people in the county.

“It’s a constant battle,” he
said.

Daniels said there are ten-
tative plans to build a jail in
South Lake.

“If I can build a substation
or jail in South Lake, I can
reduce crime,” said Daniels.

Building a jail in South
Lake would drastically reduce
the amount of time a deputy is
out of service, Daniels said.

“I am acutely aware of the
need to be responsible to our
citizens,” he added.
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FOUR CORNERS 
Cagan Crossings residents

said Orlando was too congest-
ed and Kissimmee was kind of
a bad area — but south Lake
County was just right.

Cagan Crossings owner and
developer Sandy Cagan said
Disney World’s Animal King-
dom is only five miles away
from her apartment complex,
which may be the reason 62
percent of its 1,200 tenants
work there.

Almost a decade ago, Lake
County was still foreign to
many Disney employees,
Cagan said. But as apartments
dwindled in the area, making
way for tons of condos, people
began considering all options.

“People thought if you drove
west of Animal Kingdom you’d
fall off the face of the earth,”
she said. “It was an uphill bat-
tle just to get people to come
up here.”

Most Disney employees still
live in Orlando and Kissim-

mee, but Media Relations
Manager Lisette Campos said
about 10 percent live in Lake
County — about 5,000 people,
making Disney one of the
largest employers of Lake
county residents.

And for those employees, it
couldn’t feel more like home
than when half of a 1,000 unit
complex was designed with
them in mind. Cagan said one
section built in 1994 is known
as South Lake Apartments but
the other half built in 1996 is
known as Aurora at Cagan
Crossings. Cagan said she
foresaw Disney employees
making their home in the sec-
ond section and built it to suit
them.

“When I used to rent I never
knew my neighbor. I didn’t
want it to be like that,” Cagan
said. “I’m trying to prompt a
different atmosphere.”

Susan Korza said she heard
Cagan Crossings from her
manager at Disney. She said
she was blown away by the
price.

“These places remind me of
little haciendas,” she said. “I
loved the theme. But the price.
It’s definitely the cheaper
place around.”

Mary Hoppins has been a
hostess at a Disney restaurant
for 12 years. She moved to
Cagan Crossings in 2000.

“And I’m still here so they
must be darn good,” she said.

Hoppins said not only is the
place affordable, but it’s also
one of the only apartment com-
plexes in the area, let alone
Orlando. She said it also takes
less than 20 minutes to get to
work via the scenic route on
County Road 429.

Cagan is planning to build
about 600 more apartments on
the 600-acre property. Soon,
56,000 square feet of retail will
sit in front of the property, and
atop the stores will be 50 con-
dos.

“We wanted to add options
for the Disney people who
want to own something,” she
said.

Disney creates growing
residential market in Lake
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Eighty-one-year-old Disney employee Mary Hoppin overshadows a snowglobe of Mickey Mouse
in her apartment in Cagans Crossings in Four Corners on May 18. Hoppin is one of many
Disney employees who call the South Lake community home.
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